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supplies were very welcome to us after such continu-
ous storms.

On the following Tuesday, the first day of June, we
saw land. It was still covered with snow, for the
winter, always severe in this country, was extremely
so this year. Some days before, to wit, the 15th and
18th of May, being still distant from land about two
hundred leagues, we had encountered two icebergs
of enormous size, [10] floating upon the sea. They
were longer than our ship and higher than our masts,
and as the Sunlight fell upon them you would have
said they were Churches, or rather, mountains of
crystal. I would hardly have believed it if I had
not seen it. When a great number of them are en-
countered, and the ship finds itself caught among
them, it is very soon broken into pieces.

On Thursday, June 3rd, we passed into the country
through one of the most beautiful rivers in the world.
The great Island of newfoundland intercepts it at its
mouth, leaving two openings whereby it can empty in-
to the sea, one to the North and the other to the South.
We sailed in through the latter, which is about 13
or 14 leagues wide. Upon entering, you discover a
gulf 150 leagues wide; going farther up, where this
grand river begins to narrow, it is [11] even there
37 leagues wide. Where we are, in Quebec, distant
over 200 leagues from its mouth, it is still half a
league wide.

At the entrance of this gulf we saw two rocks, one
appearing to be round, the other square. You would
say that God had thrown them into the midst of the
waters, like two dovecotes, as a retreat for the birds
that withdraw there in such multitudes that you
would almost tread upon them; and if you do not ob-



